
Trading with  
the EU after Brexit
EORI registration



As of January 1st 2021, businesses 
looking to continue to trade with the 
EU must have an EORI number.

UK businesses trading with other 
EU member states have enjoyed the 
benefits of free movement of goods 
within the EU.

Customs entries for the goods 
traded between EU and UK 
will require an Economic 
Operator Registration and 
Identification (EORI) Number.



The EORI number (Economic 
Operator’s Registration and 
Identification number) is a unique 
identification assigned to each 
importer and exporter to monitor 
the movement of goods between 
EU and non-EU countries.

To continue to import or export 
goods to/from the EU after 
December 31, 2020.

To apply for customs simplifications 
for easier customs processes

Your goods from the UK will not 
be cleared by customs, but will be 
held until you supply the complete 
paperwork, which could mean 
significant delays and additional 
charges.

What is an  
EORI number?

Why do you 
need it?

What if I don’t 
have one?



How to register  
for EORI number?

My business is already VAT 
registered in the UK but not 
for an EORI.

My business is registered 
neither for a VAT nor EORI  
in UK.



If you are already VAT registered in the UK, 
complete the application now.

COMPLETE MY APPLICATION

It only takes ten 
minutes to apply for 
a UK EORI number.

GO BACK

https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/shortforms/form/EORIVAT


If you are not VAT registered in the UK

You send goods to a country outside the EU

The goods you send are intended for a commercial 
sale or for a commercial/promotional activity as 
part of your business

GO BACK

COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION

https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/shortforms/form/EORINonVATExport?dept-name=&sub-dept-name=&location=43&origin=http://www.hmrc.gov.uk


Name and address details

Legal status of business

Details of import

Other information relevant to your application

The information you need for registration

You should register for an 
EORI number now to avoid 
last minute Brexit-related 
administration delays.
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